
 1 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

What is the difference between ������  and �	���
�  in the following sentence:   

 

»�� ����������������� �
�������� ��������������	����������� �� !"���
���...«   

 

(From Madinah Islāmic University’s Website, Semester 1,  %&�'��������,   
Lesson: %&���(�����). 

 

They are close in meaning (or synonyms), and it’s difficult to 

understand the difference. 

 

I have the same difficulty with �)��	���"�*+  and �)������,-�  in the following: 

 

�.�/����%0�- �12�3� �	�*�+�  ����-4��0�� 5�6�7 :�)��	���"�*�+�� 4��9�  :����7�;�<,�� �)������,�-��� �9�  4=���>��0 
����������'�%&�. �1?@�� ���A�� �B�6���9  

 

I hope you can also recommend which books and dictionaries are good 

for understanding words close in meaning. 

Recommended Dictionaries 
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Dear Br Said   <şÔş¿Ëu�]<  
 

 
 
 

ÝøŠÖ]<<ÜÓé×Âæ<     

 
Yes, ����� and 
����	 are synonyms to some extent, but there are some 
differences between them.  

 

I think one must learn these words when they find them in reliable 

books. They can find out the difference in their meanings from 

dictionaries like �C�D����� ������������   and  ����E?���.  
 

There is a very good dictionary in English. Its name is F7�.������ G<�. by 
Edward Lane. You may consult this.  
 
With regard to Qurʾānic words you may consult:  

 
H��%���� I2���J K��-�����.   by  GL��������M��� I�J��
. 
 

There is a subtle difference between +�*�"���	�)�  and -��,�����)�. The first is a 
mental activity while the second is a physical activity. Mentally and 

spiritually one submits, but being 'led' to acts of piety is more physical. 

 
 

ÝøŠÖ]æ 

abdur rahim 

Faḍīlat al-Shaykh Dr. V. Abdur Rahim )OP� 9Q�;(  replies: 
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