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Question

Regarding the ayah:

-
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«4—» in e%:\—ck«%o has a dammah instead of kasrah.

Should it not be: 4—:\9 here?

What is the rule regarding it?



Fadilat al-Shaykh Dr. V. Abdur Rahim (& «aé replies:
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The change of © to © after a kasrah or sakin ya’is not a

7

grammatical phenomenon. It is a phonetic phenomenon.

This change takes place because of vocalic harmony.

A
According to phonetics, \ (u) is a back vowel,
i.e., it is articulated with the back of the tongue, whereas A (i)
7
is a front vowel which is articulated with the front of the tongue.

And ya’is a sound very close to kasrah.

On this basis, a back vowel following a front vowel is not harmonious.

So it is changed to a front vowel.

So we say:

1_3._:.? baytu-hi (two back vowels)

but

Ay uﬁ bayti-hi (two front vowels).
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But some Arabs did not mind saying:

o~ ©

Ay R bayti-hi

“we

So in their dialect this phonetic change does not take place.

In the Glorious Qur’an, two words reflect the pronunciation of this

dialect.

They are:

wa ma ansani-hu in 18:63, and
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bi-ma ‘ahada ‘alay-hu llahu in 48:10.

Please note that in the Sudanese dialect even today it is
ad fi-hy

instead of the normal A—® f£i-Ai (in it).

Hope this has helped you understand this phenomenon.
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