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Please clarify why alif ṣaghīrah sits on a wāw and the sound is an ā in 

the following āyahs: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Question 
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Dear Br Abū Maryam, ₣�]<şÔş¿ŽŽËÿu    
    

    

    

    

    

    

ÝøŠÖ]<ÜÓé×Âæ    
 

In the Qurʾānic Orthography, if the miniature  �����     is placed right on top 

of a letter such as a  ����        or a  ����  , only the  �����   has to be pronounced 

and the letter on which it is placed is dropped in pronunciation, as in the 

two examples you have cited, and also in words like: 

 

��� !"#�      

 

���$�%&��  etc. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But if the miniature  �����     is written next to a letter, both the letter and 

the  �����     are to be pronounced as in the word: 
 

         ������� 

 

(e.g., al-Qurʾān 2:29) where there is a miniature �����    next to the  '$�#  
and another one next to the ����.    
So both the  '$�#  and the ����� are pronounced. And also both the ����  and 
the ����� .  
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I hope this answers your question. 
ÝøŠÖ]æ 

abdur rahim 
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