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Al-Humazah, āyah 4 says: �� �����	
��
��    

Āyah 9 says:  �� ����������� ������   

Al-Baqarah, āyah 284 says:  �������������	�     

 When is »� «  pronounced: 

»�!«  (without a stretch),  

»�"�#«  (with a stretch)  

and »�"$�#«  (with a longer stretch) in the Qurʾān?  
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Dear Br Prasetya  

 
ÝøŠÖ]<ÜÓé×Âæ    

    

 

 
 

a) When ā  is pronounced a:  
    

Long vowels (ā, ī, ū, ) get shortened in pronunciation when they are 
followed by a sākin letter. 

E.g. 

���-	#.�/   

has a long ā :  fahimnā. 
 

But in  

,���-	#.�/�1.�2��
��  

fahimnā l-kitāba 

the long ā  gets shortened and becomes a . 

 

   ���-	#.�/�1.�2��
��  (We understood the book). 

Faḍīlat al-Shaykh Dr. V. Abdur Rahim )45� 67�8(  replies: 
 

 

DrVaniya.com 

1) When Long Vowels Get Shortened  

DrV

aniy

a.co

 



 3 

It is written :     ���-	#.�/�1.�2��
��     

    

but pronounced:  ���-	#�9�1.�2��
�� .   

 
b) When ū  is pronounced u :      

In        �:��$�;�:  there is a long ū :  

$�;�::�� �  

wajadū. 
 

But in  

�;�::���<�=�,
�� �  

wajadū l-bayta,  
 

the long ū  gets shortened and becomes u : 
 

�;�::���<�=�,
�� �  

wajadu l-bayta. (They found the house). 

 

It is written: 

�;�:�:���<�=�,
��  

but pronounced: 
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�;�:$���<�=�,$
��  

wajadu l-bayta.  

 

c) When ii  is pronounced i   :     

In 

 "�#�>�2�=�?  

there is a long ī :  

"�#�>�2�=�?   

fii baytika. 

But in  

"�#�<�=�,
��  

fii l-bayti,  
 
the long ī  gets shortened and becomes i : 

�<�=�,
�� "�# 
fi l-bayti.  

pronounced: 

�!
�� �<�=�,  
fi l-bayti.  
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Summary 

ā  +  sākin              becomes a. 

ū  +  sākin              becomes u. 

ī  +  sākin                becomes i. 

 

The long vowels are shortened to overcome 4@.	+�2
�� 9�=�/�A.���� ....    

 

2) Rules of Tajwīd  
 

According to the rules of tajwīd, a long vowel gets extra lengthening when 

it is followed by �B

	+
�� ���&���C     as in: 

.�;D@E�F    G@"�;    D@       

Here the long vowels ( ā, ū, ī ) and the hamzah are in the same word.  

But it is possible that a word ends in a long vowel, and the next word begins 

with a hamzah.  

The rule applies in this case also.  

Such a case is: 

 

 

Pronounced:  fiii anfusikum 

 
Hope this answers your question. 
ÝøŠÖ]æ 
abdur rahim 

�"�# ����������	� � )�*+,�� :٢٨٤(  


