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The speech-sounds of one language vis-à-vis 
those of another fall under three categories: 

 

1.  Completely identical 
 
 

 

2. Similar but not identical 
 
 
 

3. Totally different. 

 

The Arabic sounds have been presented in 

this book in this order. 
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 ma    di     pu 
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Arabic is written from right to left. 

 

The Arabic alphabet has 29 letters, 

which are consonants and long vowels. 

 

Unlike English, short vowels have no 

letters; they are represented by signs 

placed above or below the letters. 

 

If English were to be written in the 

Arabic way, we would write the words 

 

   man, did  and put  like: 
 

 

m n,    d d,     p t! 
 

 

�� � � �� �� � 
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to the vowel signs, their 

names, their positions and 

their pronunciations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The sign        called the fathah, is 

pronounced as u  in sun. 
 

In our phonetic transcription it is 

represented by a. 
 

It is placed above the letter, 

 

e.g.,   
 

� 
 

 

The fathah � 
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The sign        called the kasrah, is  
 
 
 

pronounced as i  in pin. 
 

In our phonetic transcription it is 

represented by i. 
 

It is placed below the letter, 
 

 
 

e.g.,  
 

 

� 

 

The kasrah 

� 
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The sign        called the dammah, is  
 
 
 

pronounced as u  in put. 
 

In our phonetic transcription it is 

represented by u. 
 

It is placed above the letter, 
 
 
 

e.g.,   
 

� 

 

The dammah � 
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a  as a in father 
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Learn the sounds of 

the letters before 

their names  
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i  as i  in machine 
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u  as u in rule 
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This letter is like  

sh in she. 
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Like z in zoo. 
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This is a lisped pronunciation 

of z.  
 
 
 

 

While pronouncing it the tip 

of the tongue is just below 

the front upper teeth. 
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After learning the 

sounds of the letters,  

 learn their names  
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When a saakin         at the  
end of a word is followed by 

 

 
 
 
 

it gets totally assimilated to the 

following letter  . 

 

To indicate this, the letters  

 

 
 

 
 
 

carry shaddah.  
 

 

� 
�, � �	  or 

� � �	  and 


��������� ��  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 


� ����������  
is pronounced: 
 
 
 

mil ladunka  
 
 
 

(not : min ladunka). 
 
  

E.g., 

1 

1. This change happens in English  

   also, e.g. 
 

 

  illegal for inlegal,  
  immortal for inmortal,  
  irregular for inregular. 
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