Lesson 3
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The most honoured place in the world
Is the saddle of a galloping steed,
And the best companion to sit with

Is a book.
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##*, respected, honourable.
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L5 (with [y s3) is the plural of L33 .

}G::""‘" saddle, p/ ”Cj}io ,
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\7\}»\ u.,).aj\ z J..o\ vy, to saddle a horse.
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> Lew c:-w (a-ay, to swim.

:yfﬂ\ zew, to gallop.

%\.&, a galloping steed.




The plural of sia.; (feminine of :_wi) 1s
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? pl. of ‘54..;5 as in the following aayah
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It is indeed one of the greatest (signs).
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& pl.oof \_3.1.}9 as in the tollowing aayah :
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For those are the most exalted degrees.

L3 pl. of L35,
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'a companion who sits with you',
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Some nouns on the pattern of J—ad signify

companionship, e.g.:

[ P
&SV, a companion in eating.

L] Ze . . . .
< s, 2 companion in drinking.

&:’,&'p, a bedfellow.

Note this expression:
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What an evil bedfellow hunger is!



About the Couplet
O

Abu 1-Tayyib al-Mutanabbii (915-965 CE) was one
of the greatest poets of Arabic.

In this couplet he extols the qualities of a horseman

as a chivalrous warrior.

Admin.'s note : For a related lesson, please see Questions & Answers:

Q 37: 'The Word ad-dunaa with Rules of Sarf!
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