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How numerous friends are 
 

 

 
 

 

 

When you count them, 
 

 

 
 

 

 

But in times of adversity  
 

 
 

 

 

 

And calamity 
 

 
 

 

 

 

They are few. 
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The plural   ��%���:��   is mostly used to mean friends 

whereas   �:;<����    is used to mean brothers. 

 

����#=�*�+� , misfortune, calamity, adversity,  

 

pl.  
?�+����@  and  A)��*�+��@. 
 

 

 

* * *
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;=�B���C�@ A)�����DB�: 

is  �?�E���F�� #$���  . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

is its   G�
��8�� �2�H . 
 

The hamzah in the  #$���  �?�E���F��  is 

#<�I�3�� �=�B�
���F�� .  
 

So   ��%%������ means, 'to make something 

numerous'. 
 

 

 

 

�$%%�3�J�� means, 'to make something 

beautiful'. 
 

 

As for ���, grammarians differ as to what 

type of  ��� it is, and it is best to adopt the 
opinion of those who hold that it is 

interrogative.  
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So the original meaning of :  
 

���
E���� �$�3�J�� �.�!   is:  
 

 

 

'What has made the stars so beautiful?'  
 

 

 

 

And this  ���  is the  .�F�*
���
   
 

And the verbal sentence following it 

(�.�
E���� �$�3�J��), is its  .��*��  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So the verbal sentence is      .  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

is ��G�
��8�2&�   .  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And the sentence   	
��

��� is muDaaf ilayhi, 

and so it is  M��J N$�C�� �� . 
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It is  ;$&�'�(  with tanwiin, but in poetry the 

tanwiin of the final noun may be omitted.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the contrary, a diptote may receive 

tanwiin. And this is done for reasons of 

prosody.  
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