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Question 

 
I’m trying to find a correct description of what happens  

 
 
 
 
 
 

when the interrogative particle     is followed by 

 ������ ������� 
 
Are they merged together to form      , or is one of them 
 
 
 
 

replaced by      and the other dropped? 
 

The English Key, [Madinah] book 2, lesson 9 #8 says:  
 
“We have learnt the particle     which turns a statement 

into a question. If the noun following it has  ��  the      

changes to   .  ” 

Then what happens to the  ������� ����   in  ��   ?  
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Answer 
  

Our Shaykh Dr. V. Abdur Rahim               replied (quote): 
 

 

Dear Brother/Sister  
  

 

  � !"# �$%��  
 

As a rule, the hamzah of  al  is omitted in pronunciation 
when it is preceded by another word, e.g.: 

 

����&�	��!  /�(���&�	��!  
 

So, when the hamzat al-istifhaam precedes al, naturally the 

hamzah of al is omitted (in pronunciation and writing), 

and the result is exactly what it was prior to the omission: 
there is no difference between the non-interrogative and 
the interrogative forms:  
 
 
 

� ����� ��� ���� �� 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There is no difference in pronunciation between the 

hamzat al-waSl and the hamzat al-qaT”. The difference is 

only in the omission of the former, and the non-omission 
of the latter when preceded by a word. 
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Interrogative 

hamzah: ’al 
 

Non- 

interrogative 

hamzah: al 



 3

 
In order to overcome this problem (in the listener), the 

fatHah of the hamzat al-istifhaam is lengthened, and it 

becomes �� ( ‘āl ): 
 

�/���!	���0       �11���!	���0  
E.g.: 
 

����2�"���( ��	��!.  ����  ���0�2�"���( ��	��!  
 

Is it today that you arrived? 
  

  

I hope this has helped you. 
 

�$%��( 
abdur rahim 
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